
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,” darkness is not dark to you, O 
Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are both alike.  (Psalm 139: 10,11)   
 
 
THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us.   
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:   
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  Alleluia. 
 
O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessèd! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light,  
we sing your praises, O God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
 
 
THE PSALM – 50 
The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; * 
     he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, * 
     God reveals himself in glory. 
Our God will come and will not keep silence; * 
     before him there is a consuming flame, 
     and round about him a raging storm. 
He calls the heavens and the earth from above * 
     to witness the judgment of his people. 
"Gather before me my loyal followers, * 
     those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice." 
Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; * 
     for God himself is judge. 
Hear, O my people, and I will speak: 
"O Israel, I will bear witness against you; * 
     for I am God, your God. 
I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; * 
     your offerings are always before me. 
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I will take no bull-calf from your stalls, * 
     nor he-goats out of your pens; 
For all the beasts of the forest are mine, * 
     the herds in their thousands upon the hills. 
I know every bird in the sky, * 
     and the creatures of the fields are in my sight. 
If I were hungry, I would not tell you, * 
     for the whole world is mine and all that is in it. 
Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, * 
     or drink the blood of goats? 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
     and make good your vows to the Most High. 
Call upon me in the day of trouble; * 
     I will deliver you, and you shall honor me." 
But to the wicked God says: * 
     "Why do you recite my statutes, 
     and take my covenant upon your lips; 
Since you refuse discipline, * 
     and toss my words behind your back? 
When you see a thief, you make him your friend, * 
     and you cast in your lot with adulterers. 
You have loosed your lips for evil, * 
     and harnessed your tongue to a lie. 
You are always speaking evil of your brother * 
     and slandering your own mother's son. 
These things you have done, and I kept still, * 
     and you thought that I am like you." 
"I have made my accusation; * 
     I have put my case in order before your eyes. 
Consider this well, you who forget God, * 
     lest I rend you and there be none to deliver you. 
Whoever offers me the sacrifice of thanksgiving honors me; * 
     but to those who keep in my way will I show the salvation of God." 
  
 
THE FIRST READING – 1 Thessalonians 2:13-20 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians. 
 
We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you received the word of God that you heard from us, 
you accepted it not as a human word but as what it really is, God’s word, which is also at work in you believers. For 
you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you suffered 
the same things from your own compatriots as they did from the Jews, who killed both the Lord Jesus and the 
prophets, and drove us out; they displease God and oppose everyone by hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles 
so that they may be saved. Thus they have constantly been filling up the measure of their sins; but God’s wrath has 
overtaken them at last. 
 
As for us, brothers and sisters, when, for a short time, we were made orphans by being separated from you—in 
person, not in heart—we longed with great eagerness to see you face to face. For we wanted to come to you—
certainly I, Paul, wanted to again and again—but Satan blocked our way. For what is our hope or joy or crown of 
boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? Yes, you are our glory and joy! 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
  



THE SONG OF SIMEON 
Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel.   
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever.  Amen.   
 
 
THE SECOND READING – Matthew 5:21-26 
A reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 
 
‘You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall not murder”; and “whoever murders shall be 
liable to judgement.” But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgement; 
and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, “You fool”, you will be liable to 
the hell of fire. So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has 
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and 
then come and offer your gift. Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, 
or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 
Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
A SHORT HOMILY – The Rev’d Canon Matthew Dayton-Welch 
 
 
THE APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 
descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.   
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.   
 
 
THE PRAYERS 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 



     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
     We entreat you, O Lord. 
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
     We entreat you, O Lord. 
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
     We entreat you, O Lord. 
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
     We entreat you, O Lord. 
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ,  
     We entreat you, O Lord. 
That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of the Ever-blessed Virgin Mary, of St. 
John, of St. Alban and all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 
     We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
Then the Officiant offers three prayers, and intercessions and thanksgivings, then adds: 
 
Christ our God, who at all times and through every hour are worshiped and glorified both in heaven and on earth; 
you who are so patient, full of mercy and compassion; who love the just and show mercy to sinners; who summon 
all to salvation through the promise of good things to come:  Lord, now receive our prayers at this present hour and 
direct our lives in accordance with your commandments.  Sanctify our souls, purify our bodies, correct our minds, 
clarify our intentions, and deliver us from every calamity, evil, and distress.  Stand your holy angels around us, that, 
guided and protected by their ranks, we may come into the unity of faith and the knowledge of your 
unapproachable glory—for blessed are you to the ages of ages.  Amen.  Alleluia.   
 
 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING, AMENDED FOR THESE TIMES 
God of all mercies, we your children give you humble thanks for all your goodness and lovingkindness to 
us and to all whom you have made.  We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of 
this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your 
presence, that as we lament our present separation, we may continually show forth your praise, not only 
with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness 
and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Then the Officiant offers a blessing.   
 
Let us bless the Lord.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all 
evermore.  Amen.  
 
 
 


