
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ORGAN PRELUDE 
“Morning Hymn” by Flor Peeters 
 
 
THE INVITATORY  
Christ has entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now to 
appear in the presence of God on our behalf.  (Hebrews 9:24) 
 
Lord, open our lips.   
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.   
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:   
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  Alleluia. 
 
Alleluia.  Christ the Lord has ascended into heaven:  Come, let us adore him.  Alleluia.   
 
 
THE PASCHA NOSTRUM 
Alleluia.   
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us;  
     therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, 
     but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.  Alleluia.   
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; 
     death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death that he died, he died to sin, once and for all, 
     but the life that he lives, he lives to God. 
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, 
     and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Alleluia. 
Christ has been raised from the dead, 
     the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since by a human being came death, 
     by a human being has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, 
     so also in Christ shall all be made alive.  Alleluia.   
(Adapted from 1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; and 1 Corinthians 15:20-22) 
 
 
THE FIRST HYMN – “HAIL THE DAY THAT SEES HIM RISE”  
The hymns are located at the back of this bulletin.  

May 24th, 2020 at 10 am 
 

The Sunday after the Ascension 

Morning Prayer 
 

Please remember to keep your microphone on mute unless you are 
speaking; it’s hard to hear otherwise.  You might also consider being a 
lesson reader or intercessor.  All bold text is spoken by the congregation.   
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THE PSALM OF THE DAY – 93 
The  Lord is King; 
he has put on splendid apparel; * 
     the Lord has put on his apparel 
     and girded himself with strength. 
He has made the whole world so sure * 
     that it cannot be moved; 
Ever since the world began,  
your throne has been established; * 
     you are from everlasting. 

The waters have lifted up, O Lord, 
the waters have lifted up their voice; * 
     the waters have lifted up  
     their pounding waves. 
Mightier than the sound of many waters, 
mightier than the breakers of the sea, * 
     mightier is the Lord who dwells on high. 
Your testimonies are very sure, * 
     and holiness adorns your house, O Lord, 
     for ever and for evermore. 

 
 
THE FIRST READING – Acts 1:1-11 
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day when he 
was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After 
his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days 
and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 
wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 
 
So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 
Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, 
and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two 
men in white robes stood by them. They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This 
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CANTICLE:  AETERNE REX ALTISSIME (attrib to the Anglican Breviary) 
Eternal Monarch, King most high,  
     Whose blood hath brought redemption nigh, 
By whom the death of Death was wrought, 
     And conquering grace to us was brought: 
 
Ascending to the throne of might, 
     And seated at the Father’s right, 
All power, O Jesu, is thine own 
     That here thy manhood had not known. 
 
To thee the whole creation now 
     Doth in its three-fold order bow, 
Of things on earth, and things on high, 
     And things that underneath do lie. 
 
With awe the Angels contemplate 
     The wondrous change of our estate; 

Through flesh hath sinned,  
Flesh purged the stain, 
     And in that Flesh our God doth reign.  
 
We therefore beg, dear Lord, of thee 
     To pardon our iniquity; 
Yea, of thine own supernal grace 
     Uplift our hearts to seek thy face: 
 
That when in clouds, O Judge of doom, 
     Thy glory shall this earth illume, 
Thou mayst remit our debt of pain, 
     And grant our long-lost crowns again. 
 
All praise from every heart and tongue 
     To thee, ascended Lord, be sung; 
Whom with the Father we adore, 
     And Holy Ghost, forever more.   
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THE SECOND READING – Ephesians 1:15-23 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to 
give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart 
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to 
the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above 
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet 
and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CANTICLE:  A SONG OF ASCENSION   (attrib. Albert Bayly) 
Rejoice, the Lord of life ascends 
     in triumph from earth’s battlefield; 
his strife with human hatred ends, 
     as sin and death their conquests yield. 
 
No more his mortal form we see; 
     he reigns invisible but near: 
for in the midst of two or three 
     he makes his glorious presence clear.  
 

He reigns, but with a love that shares 
     the troubles of our earthly life; 
he takes upon his heart the cares, 
     the pain, the shame of human strife. 
 
He reigns in heaven until the hour 
     when he, who once was crucified, 
shall come in all love’s glorious power 
     to rule the world for which he died.

 
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE – 24:44-53 
Jesus said to his disciples, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you-- that everything 
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds 
to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from 
the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 
promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high." 
 
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing them, he 
withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
THE HOMILY – THE REVEREND CANON MATTHEW DAYTON-WELCH 
 
 
Then, a choir solo is offered:  “God Is My Shepherd” by A. Dvorak, and sung by Alicia Paist. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 
descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.   
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.   
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER AND SUFFRAGES 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Let us pray.   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Help us, O God our Savior; 
     Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 
Look upon your congregation; 
     Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
Declare your glory among the nations; 
     And your wonders among all peoples. 
Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  
     Never forget the lives of your poor. 
Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;  
     And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
     So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.  
 
Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all 
things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his promise, he abides with his Church on earth, even 
to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
in glory everlasting.  Amen. 
 
God, the King of Glory, in whose hands are the living and the dead:  We give you thanks for all those who have laid 
down their lives in the service of our country.  Grant them your mercy and the light of your presence, and give us a 
sense of your will and purpose, that we may understand that the work you have begun in them will be perfected 
through Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, in whom all strife is resolved.  Amen.   
 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to 
those who are far off and to those who are near:  Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; 
bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
 
Then, the Officiant offers other prayers and invites the people to add their own petitions.   
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The, the Officiant continues: 
 
Christ our God, who at all times and through every hour are worshiped and glorified both in heaven and on earth; 
you who are so patient, full of mercy and compassion; who love the just and show mercy to sinners; who summon 
all to salvation through the promise of good things to come:  Lord, now receive our prayers at this present hour and 
direct our lives in accordance with your commandments.  Sanctify our souls, purify our bodies, correct our minds, 
clarify our intentions, and deliver us from every calamity, evil, and distress.  Stand your holy angels around us, that, 
guided and protected by their ranks, we may come into the unity of faith and the knowledge of your 
unapproachable glory—for blessed are you to the ages of ages.  Amen.  Alleluia.   
 
 
THE SECOND HYMN – “O LORD MOST HIGH, ETERNAL KING”  
 
 
A PRAYER OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.   
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to 
you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together 
in his Name you will be in the midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be 
best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.  
Amen.   
 
Then, the Officiant offers a blessing.   
May the God who goes before you through desert places by night and by day be your companion and guide; may 
your journey be with the saints; may the Holy Spirit be your strength, and Christ your clothing of light, in whose 
name we live and move and have our being; and the blessing of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you this 
day and always.  Amen.   
 
 
Let us bless the Lord.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine:  Glory to him from 
generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 
“March” by J. Cramer 
 
 
Please stay logged on after for a virtual coffee hour.  
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THE FIRST HYMN – “HAIL THE DAY THAT SEES HIM RISE”   

 

 



 7 
THE SECOND HYMN – “O LORD MOST HIGH, ETERNAL KING” 

 

 


