
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,” darkness is not dark to you, O 
Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are both alike.  (Psalm 139: 10,11)   
 
 
THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us.   
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:   
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  Alleluia. 
 
 
THE PHOS HILARON 
O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessèd! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light,  
we sing your praises, O God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
 
 
PSALM – 119:97-120 
Oh, how I love your law! * 
     all the day long it is in my mind. 
Your commandment has made me wiser  
than my enemies, * 
     and it is always with me. 
I have more understanding than all my teachers, * 
     for your decrees are my study. 
I am wiser than the elders, * 
     because I observe your commandments. 
I restrain my feet from every evil way, * 
     that I may keep your word. 
I do not shrink from your judgments, * 
     because you yourself have taught me. 
How sweet are your words to my taste! * 
     they are sweeter than honey to my mouth. 

Through your commandments  
I gain understanding; * 
     therefore I hate every lying way. 
Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
     and a light upon my path. 
I have sworn and am determined * 
     to keep your righteous judgments. 
I am deeply troubled; * 
     preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word. 
Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
     and teach me your judgments. 
My life is always in my hand, * 
     yet I do not forget your law. 
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The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
     but I have not strayed  
     from your commandments. 
Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
     truly, they are the joy of my heart. 
I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
     for ever and to the end. 
I hate those who have a divided heart, * 
     but your law do I love. 
You are my refuge and shield; * 
     my hope is in your word. 
Away from me, you wicked! * 
     I will keep the commandments of my God. 
 

Sustain me according to your promise,  
that I may live, * 
     and let me not be disappointed in my hope. 
Hold me up, and I shall be safe, * 
     and my delight shall be ever in your statutes. 
You spurn all who stray from your statutes; * 
     their deceitfulness is in vain. 
In your sight all the wicked of the earth  
are but dross; * 
     therefore I love your decrees. 
My flesh trembles with dread of you; * 
     I am afraid of your judgments. 

 
THE FIRST READING – Ephesians 1:1-10 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. 
 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 
 
To the saints who are in Ephesus and are faithful in Christ Jesus: 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless 
before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure 
of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he 
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven 
and things on earth. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
THE SONG OF SIMEON 
Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel.   
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever.  Amen.   
 
 
THE SECOND READING – Matthew 22:41-46 
A reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 
 
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: ‘What do you think of the 
Messiah? Whose son is he?’ They said to him, ‘The son of David.’ He said to them, ‘How is it then that David by 
the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 
 



 
“The Lord said to my Lord, 
     ‘Sit at my right hand, 
     until I put your enemies under your feet’ ”? 

 
If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?’ No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did 
anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
A SHORT HOMILY – The Rev’d Canon Matthew Dayton-Welch 
 
 
THE APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 
descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.   
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.   
 
 
THE PRAYERS 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
     We entreat you, O Lord. 
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
     We entreat you, O Lord. 
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
     We entreat you, O Lord. 
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
     We entreat you, O Lord. 
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ,  
     We entreat you, O Lord. 
That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of the Ever-blessed Virgin Mary, of St. 
Alban and all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 
     We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
Then the Officiant offers three prayers, and intercessions and thanksgivings, then adds: 
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Christ our God, who at all times and through every hour are worshiped and glorified both in heaven and on earth; 
you who are so patient, full of mercy and compassion; who love the just and show mercy to sinners; who summon 
all to salvation through the promise of good things to come:  Lord, now receive our prayers at this present hour and 
direct our lives in accordance with your commandments.  Sanctify our souls, purify our bodies, correct our minds, 
clarify our intentions, and deliver us from every calamity, evil, and distress.  Stand your holy angels around us, that, 
guided and protected by their ranks, we may come into the unity of faith and the knowledge of your 
unapproachable glory—for blessed are you to the ages of ages.  Amen.  Alleluia.   
 
 
A PRAYER OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to 
you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together 
in his Name you will be in the midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be 
best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.  
Amen.   
 
 
Then the Officiant offers a blessing.   
 
Let us bless the Lord.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all 
evermore.  Amen.  
 
 
 


